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CONNECT WITH MANAAKITANGA

Explore New Zealand through a Maori
cultural perspective, bringing its
scenery and stories to life.
New Zealand offers the space to explore and engage with our
unique culture. Maori are recognised as tangata whenua in
New Zealand - people of this land. A deep respect for the
environment is integral to their culture. Explore the beauty
and storytelling in traditional carving and ta moko (Maori
tattoo) and enjoy kai and korero (food and conversation)
together. See the sun and the stars, the sea, and mighty forest
with new eyes. Connecting with the country from a Maori
perspective with its legends, customs, and waiata (songs)
brings natural wonders to life in a more enriching way.



Let nature and culture ignite your senses in
New Zealand

DAY 1-3: The birthplace of the nation

Begin your New Zealand journey in the coastal beauty of the Bay of
Islands with a history lesson at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds, where the
country’s founding document was signed. Enjoy a cultural
performance of waiata and the spine-tingling haka at its carved
meeting house. Make sure you kick back and soak up the sun whilst
you’re in the region, explore unspoiled beaches and cruise the bays.

DAY 4-5: Walk amongst giants

Venture to the West coast, to Hokianga, and follow the footsteps of
Polynesian navigator Kupe at Manea, with performance and film
connecting this story of ancestry. Visit the ancient giant kauri trees in
Waipoua Forest and meet the mighty 51m Tane Mahuta (Lord of the
Forest).

DAY 6-7: Head south to awe-inspiring Rotorua

Be immersed in an inspiring cultural experience. Take part in a
traditional Maori whakatau (welcome) ceremony and kapa haka
(dancing). Spend a few days exploring the stunning lakes and
geothermal wonders.

DAY 8: Overnight at a Maori village

At Tamaki Maori Village, enjoy an immersive experience: Join in
traditional Maori activities, share a hangi (earth oven) meal, hear
Maori legends, relax in a forest spa pool, then retire for the night in a
carved wharemoe (sleeping house).

DAY 9-10: Be the first to see the sun

Travel to the East Coast and stand on sacred mountain Hikurangi for a
dawn awakening. Hear the stories of Maui, the Polynesian adventurer
famous for his legendary deeds, and learn the meaning behind the
mountain’s nine magnificent whakairo (carvings).

DAY 11-12: Ancient and ancestral in Napier

Head to Hawke’s Bay, where Napier Maori Tours take visitors back in
time to explore ancestral mountains and waters, and a 650-year-old
fortified village. Gather food for a shared meal together using
traditional Maori hunting and gathering practices.

DAY 13-14: Canoe in the capital

Admire the 30,000 taonga (cultural treasures) at New Zealand’s
national museum, Te Papa Tongarewa. Then learn the spiritual and
cultural significance of the traditional carved waka (canoe) and launch
into Wellington Harbor as kaihoe (paddlers). Also known as New
Zealand’s culinary capital, you won’t struggle to find excellent dining
while you’re in Wellington.




